Michael’s Landing

Fair Is The Place
By Michael MacDonald (1775)
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Grand Judique Ponds with its
O, ‘s fraoidhneasach, daoimeanach ever shifting sand bars and
Gl hol (ot ) eddies, has long been
In 1975, prompted by Judiquer Hugh Maclsaac, GrmaiedCiEsciolnnean;, a challenge to small craft.
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crew began a study at Indian Point, Grand Judique crutial stopovers for many
Pond. Numerous arrow heads and axes (indicating that - migrating bird species.
trees were cut for shelter), as well as pottery, led Dr,Nash O, fairis the place

to postulate that the site was that of a village (estimated . | lhﬁ_\ff flere by thfe S€d, -
at this site, to be appr. 200 meters long and 20 meters « When it comes time to till it

wide) and that the site was used for at least 2,000 years, = With the plough, with the ploggh
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At this site, a cairn honors Michael MacDonald, Judique's ) b %:, e |
first settler who arrived from the Isle of South Ulst ; i e 1 |
Scotland, W|th2’ip emigrants, in 1772, in Prince Edward In each brook, in each brook, O"'I,r I *
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a wave of Gaelic speaking settlers. He farmed at Ermigrant Bxoerchce £
Hillborough P.E.l. and was a succesful shipbuilder and 2nd verse Translation by Donald A. Fergusson,
merchant managing three ships which traded between Bey onISHe ot s o
Quebec, Halifax, Cape Breton, Newfoundland and PE.l. “
In 1775, he spent his first winter here, alone, and passed
the long hours awaiting the breakup of “the big ice”
writing Scottish-éaelifc:'poetry. Several years later, many
s came to this area and cleared the

an *‘apd homes for themselves.
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Route 19 south to Judique

Celtic cross near trail at
the site of the first Roman
Catholic service in the
early 18007s.

The cairn, at this site on the
Judique Flyer Trail is on Michael
Macdonald’s original land grant
and was erected, in 1975,
during Judique’s Bicentennial
celebrations.
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The inscripton reads:

i . . : Photo: Lester Campbell
In commemoration of Michael MacDonald, pioneer P

settler of Judique, and of his intrepid compatriots,
to whom this community owes its noblest and most
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In the early days, the biggest task was clearing the‘
land. Everyone worked: men, women, and children.

Atlanticin a“ Brig” large families.

~ £ enduring traditions.” Here they are at the “Black Frolic”, in the “Black
: s .
European settlers and pie woods,’ clearing land for large potato fields,
merchants as well as 22 e halh tf hich'fad
T goods ot h.;%; stretching for acres, the harvest from which fe
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7 Text & photos: The Judique Flyer trail committee
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Background sketch celebrating Michaels Landing
Air Photo: Service Nova Scotia, Geographic Information

by Kim Campbell. The sailing vessel depicted one
masted sloop (a chaloupe in French). Michael also
sailed a small two masted sailing vessle nicknamed
a "plinky"”. R

Michael MacDonald'’s land grant at Grand Judique Ponds
was recorded in Sydney in 1806. Michael’s Landing Seniizr Treyscnadize
historic site, is managed by community volunteers. Property of Inverness County TransCanada Trail Project.
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